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   The 2014 General Assembly is proving to have some of the most interesting and really beneficial legislation for the citizens of Colorado since this writer began covering the legislature in 2005.
Senate Bill 14-097:  Wildfire mitigation activities and related issues are getting high priority this session due to the catastrophic fires in recent years and their growing severity.
   SB 097 concerns immunity of public agencies from liability for wildfire mitigation activities of insurance companies –  except for willful and wanton acts or omissions. The bill is recommended by the Wildfire Matters Review Committee.
   The reengrossed bill “provides that public agencies are not liable for the actions of private insurance companies and their agents.” The bill further clarifies that private insurance companies and their agents are not protected from liability under the Colorado Governmental Immunity Act (CGIA), and “no public agency will be liable for the actions of private insurance companies.”  
   SB 097 also provides that “private insurance companies are still under the command of the local county sheriff, fire chief, or incident commander, but “in the event of an emergency, private insurance companies may engage in activities to protect the insurable property of policyholders including access to evacuated areas.”
  SB 097 has been passed by both the Senate and House and awaits action by the Governor. Senator Lois Tochtrop and Representative Millie Hamner sponsored SB 097.
House Bill 14-1141:  “Concerning the Confidentiality of Social Security Numbers Under the Colorado Consumer Protect Act,” the title is somewhat misleading in that it only provides protection to a person(s) serving on an organization's Board of Directors. “Unless required by law or policy for background check  purposes, an organization may not make disclosure of an individual's Social Security Number (SSN) a condition to serve as an unpaid member of the organization's board of directors.”
   Language from federal law is adopted by the bill which “prohibits state and local government agencies from denying a right, benefit or privilege if an individual refuses to disclose his or her SSN,” and “requires state and local agencies to inform individuals whether an SSN disclosure is mandatory or voluntary by what legal authority a disclosure is requested and how a disclosed SSN will be used.” HB 1141 “does not apply to patient information subject to the federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPPA).”
Sponsors of House Bill 14-1141:  Representative Don Coram (R-Dolores, Montezuma, Montrose and San Miguel) 866-2955.  No sponsor as yet in the Senate.
House Bill 14-1196:  Excluded by HB 1196 are citizens of the community who OPPOSE the legalization  of retail marijuana  from serving on a task force HB 1196 creates.
   HB 1196 creates a “17-member Marijuana Impacts Task Force (task force) within the Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) to study the local government impacts related to the cultivation, testing, sale, consumption and regulation of retail marijuana and retail marijuana products.” Said task force membership is to include “representatives of local and state governments, citizens of the community that support the legalization of retail marijuana and public defenders.”
   From the fiscal impact analysis:
· The task force is charged with evaluating the impacts that the cultivation, testing, sale, consumption and regulation of retail marijuana and retail marijuana products have on the services provided by local governments and local governments' budgets.
· The task force is required to develop recommendations that may be implemented at the state or local level to help address impacts identified by the task force, if any.
   HB 1196 has yet to have its first committee hearing. The sad statement on the language of HB 1196 is that only citizens who support the legalization of marijuana are to have input. That ignores the growing sentiment by Coloradans that legalization of marijuana was a mistake and that support is now in the minority.
   Those impacted most will have no input if the bill is passed and enacted as introduced. Hopefully, HB 1196 will undergo significant amendment and legislators will recognize that those opposing legalization of marijuana should have an equal opportunity to serve on the task force.
Sponsors of House Bill 14-1196:  Representative Cheri Gerou (R-Jefferson) 866-2582; and Senator Cheri Jahn (D-Jefferson) 866-4856.
House Bill 14-1193:  Citizens wishing to obtain public records must pay the custodians of such records a fee for research and retrieval, based on the information posted on the custodian's website or “otherwise published written policy that specifies the applicable conditions concerning the research and retrieval of public records by the custodian.”
   Reengrossed HB 1193 places the following limits on custodians of public records under the Colorado Open Records Act:
· hourly fees for research and retrieval of records cannot exceed four times the state minimum wage; and
· a custodian may only charge a fee for research and retrieval of records if the custodian's policies concerning research and retrieval of documents are posted on the custodian's website or otherwise published.
   HB 1193 passed third reading in the House of Representatives on a vote of 41-24, and now goes to the Senate.
Sponsors of House Bill 1193:  Representative Joseph A. Salazar (D-Arapahoe) 866-2918; and Senator John Kefalas (D-Larimer) 866-4841.
   The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
